
 
 

 

                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOVERNMENT WANTS SCHOOLS 

TO  

AXE TEACHING ASSISTANTS
 
 
GMB delegates at our union’s Annual 
Congress last week, voted unanimously to 
adopt a motion calling on the union to defend 
Teaching Assistants from government plans to 
axe the profession altogether.  
 
The Tories and their cronies have sought to 
undermine the work of TAs for the last decade, 
with Michael Gove insultingly referring to you 
as a ‘mum’s army’. Of course this is complete 
nonsense, support staff are vital professionals 
in the modern school environment, and should 
be recognised as such. GMB know that every 
day Teaching Assistants make a positive 
difference, whether it is supporting a teacher, 
supporting and helping children or working with 
the most vulnerable pupils, Teaching 
Assistants make our schools better places. 
 
I cannot overstate how serious a threat Michael 
Gove’s latest plans are to our education 
system. TAs are the largest occupational group 
in GMB, and Congress heard very worrying 
reports of one school already beginning to plan 
to abolish its Teaching Assistants. I’m pleased 
congress has given us a clear mandate to 
immediately begin challenging these proposals 
and organising to campaign against them.  
 

 
 
GMB will throw the full force of our 
campaigning strength into defending School 
Support Staff. GMB will not have the fantastic 
work they do undermined and we will challenge 
any attempt to reduce the workforce. 
 
We will need to embark on a national 
campaigns initiative and I will be in touch in due 
course with details of activities we will need you 
to engage with to take it forward, however in 
the first instance we need to mobilise and 
organise for the battle ahead of us.  
 
To these ends please share this newsletter 
with any colleagues who are not yet GMB 
members, and encourage them to join using 
the form overleaf, this attack gives school 
support staff even more reason than ever to 
join GMB. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SAY YES TO SECURITY AT WORK 

As a GMB member you are much more secure at work because you are part of an effective union of 700,000 members. Whether 

you work full-time or part-time — whatever job you do — GMB can help you. 

 

 SCHOOL WORKFORCE NEWS 
  

...nursery nurses, classroom assistants, secretaries, bursars, school meals staff, 

TAs, learning support practitioners, sitekeepers, learning mentors, cover supervisors, 

administrators, cleaners, librarians, midday supervisors, personal care assistants, 

technicians, HLTAs, School Business Managers……….GMB, your union in schools 
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Avril Chambers, GMB National Officer 
avril.chambers@gmb.org.uk  
 
Join GMB online at www.gmb.org.uk/join 
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PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS WHEN COMPLETING FORM 

1 TELL US ABOUT YOU 
Surname  

 
First Name   Title 

Mrs/Miss/Ms/Mr 
 Date of Birth    

Home  
Address 

 
 
 
 
Postcode 

 Home Tel   I agree to abide by GMB Rules 
Signature 

Mobile   

Date    

We ask for your ethnic origins as part of our equal opportunities policy of 
improving services to all members 

Email    

Bangladeshi  Black African  Black Caribbean  Black British  Chinese  

Indian  Irish  Pakistani  White  Other  

2 TELL US ABOUT YOUR JOB 

Employer  Your job 

 

School 
where 
you 
work 

 

 

 

 

Postcode 

How many hours a week do you work?  

Pay No  

Work Tel  

Pay Date    

3 CHOOSE EITHER AUTHORISATION OF DEDUCTION OF YOUR TRADE UNION CONTRIBUTIONS FROM YOUR PAY 

 
Section 68, Trade Union and Labour Relations 
 (Consolidated) Act 1992 as amended 
 
I authorise my employer to deduct from my pay each  
week/month the sum of 

 

or other amounts as may be fixed by the GMB from  
time to time 

 

 Please start the deductions immediately and pay the amounts to the GMB 

 I note that this agreement may be cancelled by one month’s notice in writing 

 I give permission to my employer to notify the GMB of any future change of address 

 

 

Cash 

  

 

4 OR INSTRUCTION TO YOUR BANK OR BUILDING SOCIETY TO PAY BY DIRECT DEBIT 

Please fill in the form and send to: Freepost RSTL-ULCH-JBET, GMB, 22 Stephenson Way, LONDON NW1 2HD 

Name and full postal address of your Bank or Building Society branch 

Originator’s Identification Number 

9 7 4 3 3 0 

To the Manager of     Bank/Building Society 

 

Address 

      Postcode 

For GMB official use only.  This is not part of the instruction 
to your Bank/Building Society. 

If your A/C number is not available fill in your address below 

 

Name(s) of account holder(s) Instructions to your Bank or Building Society 

Please pay GMB Direct Debits from the account detailed in this Instruction subject to the 
safeguards assured by the Direct Debit  Guarantee.  I understand that this Instruction may remain 
with GMB and, if so, details will be passed electronically to my Bank/Building Society 

Bank/Building Society Account Number Signature(s) 

        Date 

Bank/Building Society Sort Code Reference number (office use only) 

               

           Bank or Building Societies may not accept Direct Debit  instructions for some types of accounts 

 

£ 

 

  

Date: 

Signed: 

WHERE DO I SEND MY COMPLETED FORM? 
Just fill in parts 1, 2 and 3 or 4 below and post it to: 
 
Freepost RSTL-ULCH-JBET 
GMB 
22 Stephenson Way 
LONDON 
NW1 2HD 
Or hand the form below to your local GMB representative 


